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A Word of Thanks

by George Mann, Vice-President, Program

It would be impossible in one short
article to thank all the people that worked
so long and hard to make the 2001
GMTA Convention such a success.
Please forgive any unintentional omis-
sions but I would like to say thanks to:

Peggy Randolph, my predecessor
as Vice President for Program, who kept
meticulous notes on everything this of-
ficer needs to do, making this job much
easier for me than it would have been
otherwise;

All the members of the Columbus
Music Teachers Association, who with
the help of their president, Barbara
Korzan, and local convention chairs,
Cherry Kersey and Lane Milligan,
looked after an enormous number of de-
tails such as hospitality, obtaining door
prizes, and doing all the preliminary
work in checking out hotels, restaurants,
etc.

Rex and Lynn Whiddon, for pro-
viding an elegant reception following the
recital by convention artist Frank Wiens.

Dr. Daniel Taddie, Chair of the
Schwob School of Music of Columbus
State University, for the use of the spec-
tacular new River Center;

Steve Clark of Columbus State
University for working tirelessly in
scheduling sessions and auditions and
being on hand to see that everything ran
smoothly;

The Columbus State University Or-
chestra under conductor Patricio Cobos

for their participation in the conven-
tion with the in-state concerto winners;

Piano Works for the use of the
magnificent Boesendorffer Imperial
Grand in the Studio Theatre;

All of those talented individuals
who presented sessions, lecture-recit-
als, or chaired panel discussions (the
range of talent in Georgia is truly
amazing!);

Everyone involved in organizing
and running the GMTA/MTNA Win-
ners’ Recital and the In-State Winners
Recitals;

Frank Wiens, our convention art-
ist for a brilliant recital and an inspiring
master class;

Our corporate sponsors who
made free convention registration pos-
sible; these sponsors include:
Columbus State University, Music &
Arts Center, River Center, Piano
Works, and Pianos, Inc.

I would like to add an extra spe-
cial *thank you” to our President
Susan Naylor for all of her good ideas
and advice as we worked on putting
together this convention and also to
our Executive Director, Donna
Trivette, for her unfailing good sense,
efficiency, and patience.

To everyone involved in the 2001
Convention “THANK YOU!” You
made this job a real pleasure!



Congratulations, GMTA!!
Because of you, this year’s state
convention was a huge success!
Even though we had to contend
with some noise from construction
and slight inconveniences in find-
ing our way to the sessions,
everyone was smiling and having
a good time and I just thoroughly
enjoyed myself! Thank you for
giving that gift to me and to your-
selves. River Center for the
Performing Arts, James Baudoin,
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the Performing Arts for
the following events:

GMTA Convention

Inaugural Season Guest
Artist Concerts

Annual Conductors
Workshop

Early Childhood
Music Workshop

Orff Applications Workshop

Executive Director, and the
Schwob School of Music of Co-
lumbus State University, Dr.
Daniel Taddie, Head, are to be
commended for their excellent
preparation and thanked for their
genuine hospitality.

There are so many people for
whom appreciation is expressed.
First on the list, of course, is
George Mann, Vice President, Pro-
gram for his tenacious labor in
attending to the many, many de-
tails that go with planning a
convention. Rex Whiddon, always
our advocate, and his wife, Lynn,
put the crowning touch on the con-
vention by providing a beautiful
reception after Frank Wiens’ spec-
tacular recital on Friday night.
Thank you, Rex and Lynn! Rather
than naming all of the same people
in two different articles I will just

say a hearty “Amen” to the list that
appears in George Mann’s article
in this issue of the Newsletter.

We had 170 registered for the
convention although several could
not attend due to unforseen circum-
stances. Some of our members
are experiencing personal difficul-
ties with death or illness among
family and friends and I know they
would appreciate our prayers.
There were 72 who attended the
Saturday banquet and 17 attended
the Past Presidents’ Luncheon. I
am particularly appreciative of the
many GMTA officers, committee
chairs and local association presi-
dents who attended the general
session, where we were delighted
with the world premier of Three
Shakespeare Soliloquies by our
commissioned composer, Dr. John
Corina.
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