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1999 GMTA Convention features James Miltenberger

The 1999 Georgia Music
Teachers Association Convention
recitalist James Miltenberger pre-
sented a concert of 20th Century
piano music at Georgia Perim-
eter College’s Cole Auditorium
on Friday evening, November 5.
The first half of the program was
divided into two sections begin-
ning with some “traditional”
selections. Two preludes by
Claude Debussy, La puerta del
vino and Feu d’artifice opened
the recital. Alberto Ginastera’s
Suite de Danzas Criollas fol-
lowed. This suite represents the
culmination of Ginastera’s early
style of composing, which re-
flects an “interest in capturing the
flavor of Argentinean life, utiliz-
ing the folk music and folk
dances associated with the Ar-
gentine people.”

The second section of the
first half of the concert was titled
“Aleatoric/Improvisational.” Left
to chance was the order of per-
formance and the selection of
songs to be used in improvisa-
tion; the audience aided the
performer in choosing these ele-
ments. Variations on an
old-fashioned theme by Alabama
native Scott Green was written
for James Miltenberger, com-
pleted in July of 1999. In this
piece, the theme and twelve
variations are provided by the
composer, while the pianist is re-
quired to improvise the thirteenth
variation, which is followed by a
return of the theme. Of special
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interest are several options given
to the performer: to rearrange the
order of the variations, to impro-
vise additional variations, or to omit
variations. Songs from the great
American composers, George
Gershwin and Cole Porter, were
used for improvisation.

Following intermission, mu-
sic by Cuban Emesto Lecuona and
Miguel del Aguila, a native of Uru-
guay, completed the program.
Lecuona’s Danzas Afro-Cubanas
were composed as six separate
pieces and later published as a set
of six dances. Miltenberger chose
four dances for the program; Danza

Negra, La Conga de Media
Noche, La Comparsa, and ...Y La
Negra Bailaba. Two Pieces for
Piano by Aquila include Music in
a Bottle, Op. 67 and Conga, Op.
39. Music in a Bottle, written for
James Miltenberger, is explained
as “.. a quiet, introverted piece
which makes use of some of the
hypnotic stylistic elements associ-
ated with ‘minimalism’.” Conga,
according to the composer, uses
the rhythmic clave of a conga
dance as its main theme while also
making use of light staccato fin-
ger technique reminiscent of
Scarlatti.

A Word of Thanks. ..
by Peggy A. Randolph, Vice-President for Program

Although a most successful
1999 Convention is behind us, I
would be amiss if I did not thank
all the local people who helped
make everything run so smoothly!
This list includes, but is not lim-
ited to: Georgia Perimeter College
Department of Fine Arts for their
generous contribution of time and
facilities, Dr. Tommy Joe Ander-
son, chairman, and Jennifer
Jenkins, stage manager; the
DeKalb Symphony Orchestra for
their fine cooperation and pro-
gram, Dr. Thomas Anderson,
conductor; Southern Keyboards
for providing the grand piano for
the NATS sessions; all the clini-
cians and recitalists for their
generous gifts of time and talent;

the Decatur Music Teachers As-
sociation for hospitality and
beautiful decorations at our Con-
vention Luncheon; Cobb Music
Teachers Association for goodie-
bags; Greater Marietta Music
Teachers Association, Atlanta
Music Teachers Association, and
Gwinnett County Music Teachers
Association for the wonderful door
prizes presented at the Conven-
tion Luncheon; and a special
thank-you to Donna Trivette, for
all of her help and organization in
planning and running this conven-
tion. We have a great music
teachers association. It takes all
of us working together to make
something like this a success.
Thank You!




From the President
by Joseph Hokayem

The 1999 convention was
great! GMTA members are grate-
ful to Dr. Tommy Joe Anderson
and the Department of Fine Arts
at Georgia Perimeter College.
Special thanks go to Peggy
Randolph, Vice-President Pro-
gram, for her many hours of hard
work on this very diverse and in-
triguing convention. Local
convention chairs Fran Thrailkill
and Mary Jackson, and the host
association, Decatur Music Teach-
ers, also deserve special
recognition. We are grateful to the
DeKalb Symphony Orchestra un-
der the direction of Dr. Thomas
Anderson for their fine perfor-
mance.

Congratulations go to the win-

COLUMBUS

ners of the Spring and Fall audi-
tions. We enjoyed their
performances on the convention re-
citals and wish them continued
success. Special thanks go to the
parents and teachers of these stu-
dents as well, for their commitment
in helping them attain this level of
achievement.

Congratulations and best
wishes to all of our students and
their teachers who will represent
Georgia at the MTNA Southern
Division Auditions at Virginia
Commonwealth University on
January 27-30, 2000. We are very
proud of your accomplishments.

All teachers are encouraged
to prepare students for the In-State
Spring Auditions in theory and per-
formance. We hope to see record
numbers of students at In-State fi-
nals at the University of Georgia,
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April 14-15, 2000.

The 2000 convention will be
held November 2-4, 2000, at North
Georgia College and University in
Dahlonega. Begin making plans
now to attend what promises to be
a special event in a special Geor-
gia city. Best wishes for your
continued success.

Greater Marietta
Music Teachers

UNIVERSETY

The distinct advantages of our
distinguished music department...

¢ substantial scholarships and graduate assistantships, including housing
and meal plan stipends

and scholars

MAisic
| Accredited Institutional Member of the National Association of Schools of Music
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* performing organizations and ensembles that consistently win state, regional,
and national awards

* performing arts center to open in 2000..2 new home for the music program

Schwob Department of Music
Columbus State University
4225 University Avenue
Celumbus, Georgia 31907-5645
Phone 706-568-2049 ¢ Fax 706-568-2409
e-mail: schwobmusic@colstate.edu
web site: music.colstate.edu

* personal attention from a distinguished faculty of performers, teachers,
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