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Rɰɣɪɯ Eɯɨɭɦɮɢɯ, NCTM, Pɳɦɴɪɥɦɯɵ 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Iôm always amazed at the end of August/beginning of September by how fast the summer went. It just seems like yesterday that I 
was editing the Summer GMTA Newsletter! 
 
Thank you to all who have not only worked for GMTA through the school year, but have continued to labor over the summer. Iôm 
thankful for the Finance and Advisory Committee and the Executive Board who met in August. 
 
Many thanks to Cathy Thacker and the good work of her two ad hoc Auditions committees comprised of Joy Poole, Mandy 
Reynolds, Rebekah Healan, Keith DeFoor, Carol Goff and Jerico Vasquez. GMTA Auditions events, guidelines and procedures 
have been reviewed and were presented to the Executive Board for their discussion and approval. 
 
Thanks also to Mandy Reynolds, Joy Poole, Huu Mai and Cobb County MTA and Heidi Leben of Handmade Designs, for their 
amazing work in getting the Online Registration up and running and ready for GMTA Auditions this year! Iôm excited that Online 
Registration will also be able to be used for other GMTA events, not just Auditions. 
 
Joy and Mandy have also put much effort into the planning of this yearôs GMTA Conference on the beautiful campus of Wesleyan 
College in Macon. A lot of information, including hotel and conference registration and the schedule of sessions is up on the 
website. Conference highlights include Boris Berman as Conference Recitalist, Timothy Brown as our Pedagogy Headliner and 
David Peoples as our 2016 GMTA Commissioned Composer. 

 
Many of you have applied for GMTA or Steinway grants! This year a total of EIGHT Grants will be awarded at the GMTA 
Conference in November: two Steinway Teacher Grants and six GMTA Grants!  
 
Donôt forget that MTNA has many Grant offerings available on their website as well. Those deadlines arenôt until early January. I 
hope our GMTA members will take advantage of these fantastic opportunities.  
 
MTNA Competitions will be held at Mercer University in Macon from October 27-30. Thank you, Carol Payne, for your competent 
leadership for this important event! 
 
Besides planning to attend the GMTA Conference, now is the time to think about attending the 2017 MTNA Conference next 
March in Baltimore at the Inner Harbor! Husband and wife piano duo Leon Fleisher & Katherine Jacobson; musical and theatrical 
duo Igudesman & Joo; pedagogues Diane Hidy and Elissa Milneé 
 
Finally, thank you all for your participation in GMTA, your local associations, with your students and in your communities. I look 
forward to seeing many of you at the GMTA Conference in November. 
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GMTA C ONFERENCE 2016  3 

November 3-5, 2016   at  Wesleyan College, Macon, Georgia 
Register online:  georgiamta.org/conference.php 

The GMTA State Conference schedule is packed with informative and interesting sessions this year.   
Our Georgiaôs Own will present many sessions that you will not want to miss. 

Below highlights some of the sessions that will be presented and the variety of sessions available: 

Off the Bench Theory     Eva Bone 

Breath:  Myth and Facts     Stephanie Tingler 

Video Game Music Beyond the Piano Bench   Mark Laughlin 

Character and Tempo in the Bach Preludes   Jennifer Huang 

Creating and Building a Collaborative Piano Program   Carol Goff 

Vocal and Piano Music of African-American Composers Portia Hawkins & Oral Moses 

Building a 501(c)3  Music School     Gloria Cha 

Improvisation Techniques for the Intermediate Pianist Lynn Worcester and Patrick Jones 

Bridging the Sonata Gap with Hassler Sonatinas  Hyroim Lee     

 

GMTA is very excited to present Boris Berman as Conference Recitalist. His highly acclaimed performances have included 
appearances all over the world. Berman is one of the most sought-after keyboard performers, as well as one of this country's more 
influential musical personalities.  

Mr. Berman will present Debussyôs 24 Preludes for the conference recital and will also conduct master classes on Saturday 
morning. 

Timothy Brown will serve as the Pedagogy Headliner.  Mr. Brown leads a very active career as an exclusive composer for the 
FJH Music Company with over one hundred compositions now in print.  One of his sessions will include a wealth of literature 
that would be very beneficial to teachers. The program involves many orchestral transcriptions and arrangements of orchestral 
works by composers such as Schubert, Ravel, Rachmaninoff and ensembles including many piano (4 hand works) and student 
works with teacher accompaniments.  

Commissioned Composer will be David Peoples.   As an active composer, David Peoples has filled many commissions and 
premiered his music for orchestras, wind ensembles, choirs, chamber ensembles, soloists, and jazz bands throughout the Northern 
Hemisphere. We are looking forward to his composition for piano and piccolo. 

New to the conference this year will be the College Colloquium Track.  All GMTA Collegiate members who pre-register for 
the conference will receive free conference registration and a  boxed lunch.  The college track will include lunch, sessions on 
professional development, chapter reports and a presentation by Reinhardt University Collegiate Chapter Naturally Sharp.   
We are excited to offer this opportunity to the GMTA collegiate members.  

Redeemer Ensemble is celebrating 50 years and GMTA is honored to have them present at the conference.  The ensemble will 
present a concert on Thursday evening.  It will be a wonderful night of music! 

I am looking forward to being on the Wesleyan campus.  Many thanks to Chenny Gan and Tamara Hawkins for their support 
in planning the conference.    I would also like to thank the Macon MTA chapter.  They are planning a special gift for members 
who attend the conference and also planning hospitality for the event.  Your help is greatly appreciated! 

Please Click Here For Complete Conference Information 

Looking forward to seeing each of you at the conference.  Register Today! 

Joy Poole, VP of Programs 

http://georgiamta.org/conference.php
http://www.georgiamta.org/conference.php
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Here are the 2017 dates and sites for Regional and State Auditions.  Thank you to all of my wonderful State Chairs and 

Regional Coordinators, who work so hard to make Auditions run smoothly!  We still need a few people to complete the 

positions available. 

 
Chairs: 

 Grades 4-5    Dr. Elena Cholakova 

 Grades 6-7    Robin Engleman, NCTM 

 Grades 8-9    Pamela Asberry 

 Grades 10-11    Diane Boyd, NCTM 

 Grade 12/Concerto   Joseph Hokayem, NCTM 

 College/Adult    Dr. Joanna Kim Doyle, NCTM 

 Instrumental:  Strings & Concerto  Mirna Dinovic 

        --WW, Brass, Guitar  Cathy Thacker, NCTM 

 Voice     Dr. Pat Callaway 

Regional Coordinators: 

 Region I ï Gwinnett, N. DeKalb, NE GA    Ping Xu - Brenau 

 Region II ï Athens, Augusta, Golden Isles, Savannah   Colette Keogh - TBD 

 Region III ï Columbus, Coweta-Fayette, Macon, S. GA, S.Metro Atlanta coordinator needed - Wesleyan 

 Region IV ï Decatur, N. Fulton, Atlanta    Kristi Helfen ï Georgia Perimeter College 

 Region V ï Cherokee, Cobb, Greater Marietta, Rome, West GA Joy Poole - West GA Univ. 

DATE WHAT 

February 27, 2017 Postmark Deadline for GMTA Regional Auditions Applica-
tions and for reporting GATE test scores 

March 15, 2017 Postmark Deadline for completed GMTA Theory Tests to be 
mailed to Diane Boyd 

March 18, 2017 GMTA Regional Auditions. Dates have not yet been con-
firmed by all Regional Host Facilities. 

March 20, 2017 Postmark Deadline for GMTA Auditions Applications 
  

April 8, 2017 GMTA State Auditions for College Piano, Instrumental, Voice 
and Instrumental Concerto, UGA, Athens, GA 

April 22, 2017 GMTA State Auditions for Pre-College Piano and Piano Con-
certo, UGA, Athens, GA 

GMTA Auditions  
Cɢɵɩɺ Tɩɢɤɬɦɳ, NCTM, VP ɰɧ GMTA Aɶɥɪɵɪɰɯɴ 

finearts.armstrong.edu
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It is an honor to succeed Rebekah Healan as your GATE Administrator.  Rebekah has done an amazing job creating and 
implementing the GATE component of the GMTA Auditions.  As we begin a new year, our committee will continue to fine tune 
the GATE process.  We welcome your comments and suggestions.  Please email me at cakeogh16@gmail.com and let us know 
your thoughts. 

GATE: Georgia Auditions Theory Exam 
Cɰɭɦɵɵɦ Kɦɰɨɩ, GATE Aɥɮɪɯɪɴɵɳɢɵɰɳ 

mailto:cakeogh16@gmail.com
http://www.ndmta.net/
music.uga.edu


MEET THE NEW GMTA E XECUTIVE BOARD 

GMTA President  
Rebekah Healan graduated with honors from Shorter College in Rome, Georgia, in 1995, receiving a 
Bachelor of Music in Piano Pedagogy. She then earned her Master of Music in Piano Pedagogy from Louisiana 
State University in 1997; during this time, she was inducted into the prestigious Pi Kappa Lambda Music 
national music honors society. Rebekah studied with Mrs. Mary Ann Knight at Shorter College and with 
Constance Knox Carroll and Dr. Jack Guerry at LSU. Prior to college, she studied with Mrs. Suzanne 
Shockley, of Apalachee, Georgia. 
 
Currently, Rebekah serves as the President-Elect for the Georgia Music Teachers Association (GMTA), having 

previously served two terms as Vice President of Auditions for GMTA and as President for the Athens Music Teachers 
Association (AMTA). Rebekah has been teaching piano and voice for twenty-three years, accumulating extensive experience in 
private teaching as well as group piano instruction and class piano for college music majors and non-music majors. She regularly 
provides opportunities for student performance through group classes, studio recitals, and various musical activities sponsored 
by GMTA, AMTA, and the Oconee Chapter of the National Federation of Music Clubs (NFMC). 
 

Having garnered performance experience across five different countries and most of the Eastern United States, Ms. Healan 
enjoys accompanying choral groups, vocal and instrumental soloists, and musical theater production companies. She regularly 
performs as keyboardist with the Athens Symphony, in addition to serving as accompanist at her home church, Mars Hill Baptist, 
in Watkinsville, Georgia. 

GMTA President-Elect 
Joy Poole graduated from Tift College of Mercer University in 1988 where she studied under Ms. Lois Lantz.  
After earning her BA in Music Education and Piano Performance she started her career in Music Education.  
She has been in the music education field for 28 years enjoying teaching private lessons, group lessons, home 
school choral groups, teaching in private and public schools and also church music. Currently, Joy serves as a 
Music Associate at Burnt Hickory Baptist Church working with the Preschool and Childrenôs choirs.  Her 
afternoons are filled with private piano lessons.  She also takes part in accompanying for local choral concerts 
and adjudicating.  She is active in MTNA both on the local and state level serving as President of CCMTA 
and also as Vice President/Programs for GMTA in past years. 

 

Vice President of MTNA Competitions 
Dr. Joanna Kim, NCTM, native of South Korea, serves as the director of Keyboard Studies at the University 
of North Georgia, Gainesville campus.  She is a nationally certified teacher of music and is a Group Piano 
Teaching Specialist.  Dr. Kim maintains an active career as a concertizing artist both as a soloist and a 
chamber musician. Throughout her career she has performed in Korea, China, France, Austria, Germany, 
Australia, The United States and Russia. Dr. Kim recently earned the designation of Steinway Artist in Spring 
of 2015.  She has appeared with many orchestras including the Westmoreland Symphony Orchestra, UGA 
Symphony Orchestra, WVU Symphony Orchestra, Bucheon Philharmonic Orchestra (Korea), and North 
Sydney Symphony Orchestra (Australia). Dr. Kim has won many piano competitions including the Yamaha 
High School Piano Performance Competition -National Finalist, McDonaldôs Young Artist Music Festival- 

winner of the Chopin Division in Sydney, Australia and National Young Artistsô Competition ï first place, Seoul, Korea.   

She attended prestigious St. Scholarsticaôs College in Sydney, Australia where she studied with Elizabeth Powell at the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music at the University of Sydney.  Upon receiving a prestigious Herman Godes scholarship from West 
Virginia University, Dr. Kim moved to the United States and studied with Dr. James Miltenberger. While at WVU, she was 
named a state winner for three consecutive years and received an Honorary Performance Diploma from the West Virginia 
University, Division of Community Music.  She then continued her musical education at the University of Georgia where she 
received Masterôs & Doctoral degree, majoring in Piano Performance, minoring in Collaborative Musical Art under the guidance 
of Dr. Evgeny Rivkin. 

Dr. Kim maintains an active private piano studio and her students have won numerous awards on regional and national levels.  
Her students have made appearances in Carnegie Hall, Spivey Hall and John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts. She is an 
active clinician and an adjudicator around the state. She is involved in non-profit music organizations around the state; serving as 
the Program Chair for The Atlanta Steinway Society, President of Piano Division for GMEA, State Collegiate Piano Auditions 
Chair and Wellness Forum Chair for GMTA.   

As a wellness advocate, she has completed and received ISSA's Personal Trainer Certification.  She has completed more than 

100 hours of Bikram yoga. 

 

These newly nominated o̓cers will be installed at the Conference in November. 
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